You have heard Signor De Gasperi concentrate on defend-
ing Italy's claim to the western part of the Julian March,
together with Trieste city. Inflaming passions around this
question, he has demonstrated how remote the foreign policy
aspirations of the present leaders of Italy still are from a
truly democratic foreign policy. Fascist Italy clung by her
teeth to the Slav territory of the Julian March which she
had seized, and sought to push her expansion farther east;
yet the head of the Italian delegation at this Conference could
not but understand that these annexationist tendencies
consort ill with the actual possibilities of the present mo-
ment. This may explain why he did not claim the whole of
the Julian March but only its western part, including the
entire western coast of Istria, where the main cities and ports
of the Istrian Peninsula are located.
Speaking in the name of the new Italy, the head of the
delegation once again championed the claims of the old, im-
perialist Italy, and so proved that it is not easy for the
Italian Government in practice to adopt a really new, a really
democratic foreign policy.
Down to the end of the first world war the Istrian
Peninsula and the city of Trieste never belonged to Italy.
In the division of booty after the collapse of the Austro-Hun-
garian Empire, Italy received the Peninsula of Istria, despite
the fact that Slovenes and Groats had always formed the
bulk of the population. Thus a grave mistake was committed
in regard to Yugoslavia, from whom territories with an an-
cient Slav population were separated and, without any justi-
fication whatever, transferred to Italy. Whereas before the
first world war Istria, with her Slovene and Croatian popula-
tion, was under the yoke of the Austro-Hungarian Empire,
after the first world war Slav Istria fell under the yoke of
fascist Italy.
Furthermore, the Italian authorities  did everything they
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